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Kelli Salomonson
Staff Reporter

   Due to hard work the past four years, Jaime Rodriguez has been named Valedictorian. 
Ranked first in his class, he has a bright future ahead of him. He plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado in Greeley to major in mathematics and a minor in music. 
Jaime also received the Daniel’s Fund Scholarship, a prestigious award that will pay for 
his college education. He hopes to continue his hard work and be in the Honors Program 
during college.
   While spending the last four years at Westminster H.S., he had diverse learning experi-
ences. The one that impacted his thinking about life the most was one day during Theory 
of Knowledge (TOK). He realized the need to value everyone’s opinions and views. There 
are multiple ways to do the right thing. Another thing that he learned was to cherish 
friendships and enjoy the differences each one of your friends possess.
   With everything that he has done during high school (IB Program, football, basketball,
baseball, NHS, Link, student council, drama, band, and choir) he doesn’t have much free 
time. When he does have some time that he isn’t making his future brighter, he enjoys 
spending time with his family. 
   The teacher that has helped him the  most is science teacher Matt Heller. He was al-
ways there to pick him up and give him some advice when needed it. Jaime also said that 
Heller is a nerd like he is, and that he couldn’t ask for a better friend, mentor, and teacher. 
   Some words of advice for underclassmen that Jamie wants them to know is “It is great 
to set high goals. You are the one who is in control of what you accomplish. So, don’t let 
yourself down. Don’t procrastinate, and ‘Just Do It.’” -Jaime Rodriguez and Nike. 
   Teachers not only impact students, but students can impact teachers. Choir teacher 
Larry Meerdink said, “Jaime is the definition of active involvement in all his activities.”
    Spanish teacher Sheila McDaniel added, “Jaime encourages his peers to quit whining 

and get it done.” 
   Band director Michael Vallez said, “Jaime is one of those students that just ‘gets it.’ He’s a ‘Jack of All Trades,’ and demonstrates his passion for the people around him in 
everything that he does. As one of our seniors in the band program, Jaime has consistently been one of those students that is a positive influence on those around him. We 
will miss you, Jaime, but can’t wait to see you do great things.”

Mary Vargas
Staff Reporter

   This year, the hard working Salutatorian of class 2015 is Olivia Gonzales.  She received the NROTC  Scholarship and will 
get a,“full ride through the Marine Corps,” and attend CU Boulder to double major in psychology and business.  Olivia 
will become an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps when she graduates.
   While enjoying her favorite classes, IB World Literature and IB Art, Olivia also enjoyed many other activities involving 
school.  In school sports she participated in cross country, swim and dive, soccer, and track.  She was also involved in 
many other clubs and school activities including  student council where she served as the student body president, Na-
tional Honor Society, yearbook, peer mediators, JROTC, Athletic Council , and theater.
   Though Olivia makes getting through high school look easy, she has had her share of hard times.  When describing a 
learning experience that impacted her thinking about life, she said that during  the summer between her freshman and 
sophomore year, her friend Leslie De La Torre passed away.  “This event taught me a lot about life in the sense that you 
never know how much of it you have.  Don’t waste a second of that time and make the most out of every moment you are 
given,” she said, “More importantly always be kind and treasure the experiences you are given with people.  Don’t hold 
grudges or have hatred because you never know the course your life or the lives of those around you is going to take.  
Through the challenges and rough patches you face, find a positive outlook and remain kindhearted.”
   Olivia shone brightly through her high school years and in the early years of her childhood.  JROTC instructor MSgt. 
Dean Temple, and her mother Frances Groff-Gonzales, had very impressive comments to share about her.  Groff-Gonza-
les said, “Olivia has always been funny, creative, intelligent, wise beyond her years , and kind.  Her first phrase was ‘Thank 
You.’  Even as a small child, she got more joy from giving than she did receiving. On Christmas mornings, she would wait 
in more anticipation for how we would react to the gifts she gave us than she did her own gifts.  Her integrity is unfailing 
and she strives to be the best in everything she does.  She advocates for others, sometimes putting her own needs second 
if the sacrifice will improve conditions for others.  She’s tough, loves the outdoors, Josh Turner and her sister.  Her father, 
sister and I can’t express how proud we are of Olivia.”
   Graduating with the NROTC scholarship, it only makes sense that Temple had wonderful things to say about her,  
“Olivia epitomizes the AFJROTC Core Values of Integrity First, Service Before Self, and Excellence in all we do!  She 
possesses natural leadership traits which have made her a tremendous asset to JROTC, W.H.S., and the local community.  
Impeccable character, impressive resolve and incredibly strong leadership epitomizes cadet Olivia Gonzales!  She will 
make the world a better place!  Olivia’s constant drive, focused leadership, and stellar communication skills enable her 
team to engage in and realize successful mission accomplishment.” 
   Art teacher Mark Kregar is the teacher she considers a mentor.  Olivia said he has been a great influence  helped her 
tremendously in her journey.  In her free time, she enjoys doing artwork and spending time with friends and family.
   Olivia has set a brilliant example for many underclassmen to look up to and follow, and she shared these words of wis-
dom, “Finding the right path may be hard, and achieving success will most definitely be challenging, but it is all worth it.  
Don’t get discouraged when something doesn’t work out because as long as you work hard and stay motivated many doors 
will open for you.  Start your journey right and don’t ever stop working towards your goals and dreams.”

Class of 2015 Salutatorian: Olivia Gonzales

Class of 2015 Valedictorian: Jaime Rodriguez
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Binh Pham, 3rd
Ashley Miller
Entertainment Editor

   The whiz who came in at number three of the 
honor graduates at Westminster High School 
is Binh Pham. 
   He has been an active member of NHS, Link 
Crew, MESA, IB, LASA, Westy Ambassadors, 
and YLA. He will be moving on to the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Denver to major in biomed-
ical engineering. Whenever Binh has any free 
time, you will find him showing off his skills 
on a video game controller, “I’m a hardcore 
video game player,” he explained. Throughout 
his high school career, he’s learned that while 
taking IB and AP courses, the only way to im-
prove yourself is pushing your limit to do the 
impossible. He also realized that his favorite 
classes were by far, all of his science classes. 
   He wanted to give a shout out to Abigail Hell-
er and her AP Literature class because even 
though it gave him a hard time, it was the class 
he enjoyed the most during his last year at Westy. He also wanted to say to all of his teachers, 
“I apologize for countless times you’ve caught me sleeping in your classes, and thank you for 
being so patient with me! You guys are the real MVPs!”. 
   Binh has also gained wisdom throughout his high school career and wants to share a piece 
of advice for underclassmen. “From my own experience, I want to tell my underclassmen 
friends that high school is just like a play, there will be sad and happy scenes. So, just go out 
on that stage and play your role to the fullest, live your moments, and enjoy the applause you 
deserve.  Binh has been a fantastic student and because of that hard work, he will be exceed-
ing expectations left and right. 

Draco Meza
Staff Reporter

   Calida Lieu is ranked fourth in the se-
nior class and will be attending CU Den-
ver to study medicine and be a doctor in 
the future. She is also dropping a fire 
mixtape next year, so watch out for that.
   Her favorite class was Biomedical In-
novations because she liked working 
with people who were interested in simi-
lar things.
   The most influential learning experi-
ence she had was when, “I lost my ath-
letic swim scholarship because of a car 
accident. I got very sick and learned to 
appreciate the people who will support 
and stay in your life even though they 

don’t necessarily understand the changes you are going through.”
   During her free time, when shes’ not at home petting her dog or watching Spider-
man, Calida plays Yahtzee with her friend Kristen.  Calida been in varsity swim 
and dive and cheerleading, and she plans to continue in college .
A mentor who helped on her academic journey was science teacher Scott Troy. 
“Mr. Troy does so much for the students. His teaching is something I will take with 
me for the rest of my life.”
   Some words of advice she has for the underclassmen, “Life is a competition, so 
take care of yourself, not only physically, but mentally. Also, follow my twitter for 
a follow-up on that mixtape: @pinacalida

Ashley Miller
Entertainment Editor

   Shelby Palisoul has the honor of be-
ing ranked fifth in the graduating class 
of 2015. 
   An avid musician, she was involved 
in marching band, concert band, and 
chamber orchestra. She also contributed 
to student council, Link Crew, and NHS 
(National Honor Society). Next fall, she 
plans on attending the Colorado School 
of Mines and majoring in chemical engi-
neering. She might double major, but it’s 
still under consideration. 
   Looking back at her high school career, 
her favorite class she took was AP U.S. 
History. She felt it was the first time his-
tory was actually simple and interesting. 
   A memorable teacher that has sup-
ported her on her academic journey is 
Damitri Martinez. He has not only im-
pacted her writing skills, but he has impacted her school life extremely. Without his class, 
she wouldn’t be as devoted and driven as she is today.  
   In the short amount of free time she may have, she enjoys reading and hanging out 
with her friends. There is one particular moment in high school that she remembers that 
changed her views on life. In IB Physics during her senior year, she learned that you have 
to push through and believe in yourself no matter what. Even if it seems there is no way 
to succeed, there is always a way if you set your mind to it and believe in yourself. Before 
she leaves high school, she wanted to say to underclassmen, “Don’t ditch and do the work 
your teacher gives you because surprisingly, there might be a reason they give it to you.”   
   With the amount of determination and work Shelby has put into her high school career, 
she is going to be an amazing asset to the future.

Shelby Palisoul, 5th Fabian Ibarra
Staff Reporter

   Involved, dedicated, and determined are all words that you can use to describe Ol-
ivia Muniz who holds the sixth spot on the list of seniors this year. 
   Softball, basketball, orchestra, peer mediators, NHS, AP, and IB are all the programs 
in which Olivia was involved in at Westminster High School. Over the course of four 
years, she has been an active member of our school. 
   Being involved in all these activities in school can really make you stand out to col-
leges. Olivia’s involvement in sports really helped her continue her education with an 
athletic scholarship at Trinidad State Junior College. There, she will be majoring in a 
psychology field and continue playing softball. 
   Her favorite classes in high school were psychology and art. During her free time, 
she enjoys doodling and listening to music, and she especially likes making crafts; her 
favorite things to make are jewelry. 
   Change is part of high school, and Olivia’s experience is no different. “I had a mon-
strous epiphany, it came to me that I don’t have to try and fit into society, and that 
freedom of expression and the ability to be different is a beautiful thing.”  This one 
thought changed her perspective on life. She learned to disregard any negative things 
and to further develop individuality.
   Although her sense of individuality is stronger than most, Olivia didn’t have to 
go through all the changes alone. She had the support of some amazing people. She 
credits social studies 
teacher Colin Lee for 
a lot of her success. 
She said that he really 
impacted her by being 
there and for believing 
in  her all the way, what 
seems like forever. 
   She also thanks Jill Ea-
sley because although 
she doesn’t teach at 
Westy anymore, she 
taught her to open her 
mind and expand her 
horizons.
   Being the smart se-
nior she is, she had 
some advice for un-
derclassmen, “DON’T 
SLACK OFF!! Ha ha 
just kidding, my advicWWe is to give everything your all, to challenge yourself, and 
to make the most out of every moment, or it will be gone before you know it.”

Olivia Muniz, 6th

Calida Lieu, 4th



Top Scholars
May 6, 2015 Page 3

Griselda Chacon, 7th Rachael King, 8th 

Alexander Lee, 9th 

Hayley Lokken
Staff Reporter

   Ranked number seven in the class of 2015, Griselda Chacon is someone who will never be 
forgotten.
   Griselda is a very enthusiastic student, and her teachers will always remember having her 
as a student. When asked about his student of two years, world literature teacher Damitri 
Martinez had this to say, “Griselda’s sense of individuality is pleasantly quirky.  When you 
are around Griselda, you get the sense that you are truly around someone who is not only 
refreshingly unique, but also incredibly loving.” 
   After moving to Westminster at the end of her sophomore year, Griselda was able to find her 
home at Westy in the IB Programme. Her favorite classes were world literature and Theory 
of Knowledge. 
   After high school, 
Griselda plans to study 
at Metropolitan State 
University and become 
a nurse.
   When she isn’t study-
ing or doing home-
work, Griselda loves to 
read, watch “Dr. Who,” 
and listen to music. Her 
favorite bands include 
Sleeping with Sirens, 
All Time Low, and 
Mayday Parade. 
   The biggest piece of 
advice that she had for her peers is ,“Don’t be afraid of doing something just because it’s dif-
ferent, that’s how you miss a lot of experiences.”

Kelli Salomonson
Staff Reporter

   Rachael King, who is ranked eighth in the 2015 class, will be attending Colorado 
State University in the fall.  Her major is 
undeclared, and she will be exploring un-
til she finds a passion that leads her into 
her future.
   Rachael’s favorite class was IB World 
Literature. She had a great teacher, smart 
peers, and she was able to explore her 
ideas and writing skills. She has been 
highly involved in the school by par-
ticipating in Link, NHS, marching band, 
concert band, track and field, girls swim-
ming, properties crew head for theater, 
and pep band. 
   A teacher that Rachael really appreci-
ated was band director Michael Vallez. 
He has been a great teacher, and also a 
wonderful mentor and role model for 
Rachael the past three years. She said, 
“He not only pushes me past the limits I 
think I can’t overcome, he shows me how 
to push past major obstacles in my life.”
   Something that has impacted her life 
was when she went to the cadaver lab. 
She was able to get all her questions answered and had an experience she will never 
forget. 
   During her free time, she enjoys to play music. She began when she was nine years 
old playing the cello and then moved on to the flute.  Today, she still plays flute and was 
the Drum Major this year.  She said, “Music is a way of expressing myself when I feel 
like it is impossible.” She will continue to play music until she can physically no longer.
   If there was one thing that she could tell underclassemen, it would be take your educa-
tion seriously.   She said, “There are so many other people out there who would dream 
of having such an amazing opportunity to educate themselves, so do the work and take 
control of your future.”

Kelli Salomonson
Staff Reporter
   Kristin Doell, who is tenth in the class, will be attending 
college to become a physical therapist in the fall. 
   Jess Rapp’s math class was her favorite because she likes 
math and had a lot of friends in that class. She wants to 
thank all the teachers who helped her achieve a 4. She wants 
to tell Damitri Martinez thank you for putting in all of his 
effort to help all of his students.
   Going to the cadaver lab impacted her thinking. She re-
alized that our bodies are 
only temporary, so you 
have to make the most of 
what you are given. 
   During her free time, 
she enjoys having fun 
with her friends, meet-
ing new people, climbing 
trees, and going to Calida’s 
house to play Yahtzee. She 
was on the softball team 
and worked during high 
school.
   One thing she wants to 
tell underclassmen is, “Get 
as much done as soon as 
possible. Also, follow me on Twitter @DrDoell.”

Kristin Doell, 10thJose Lopez R.
Staff Reporter

   Ranked ninth in the Class of 2015, Alexander Lee said, “Although the past four years at Westminster High 
School has been an amazing experience. I look forward to the next chapter of my life. In the fall of 2015, I 
will be attending Colorado State University in Fort Collins majoring in biochemistry with a concentration of 
health and medical sciences.” 
   Alexander’s favorite class in high school was IB Visual Arts with expert instructions from art teacher Mark 
Kreger.  Alexander said, “I have always had a love affair with creativity because it allowed me to express my-
self as well as learn more about what surrounds me.”  He credits two years of art with Mark as life changing.
   Over the last four years, Alexander has been a member of student council, the president of MESA, the presi-
dent of the International Ambassadors Club, and the co-vice president of NHS.  He also played in clamber 
orchestra, wrote for the newspaper staff, was a peer mediator, was on the link crew, participated in Outdoor 
Education,ran  cross country and track, and played tennis.
   Being involved in so many activities leaves little free time, but when Alexander gets some, he enjoys run-
ning and taking time to get enough sleep for his proper health.  During those “hibernations,” he said he 

has time to reflect on his learning experiences.  
One notable experience which impacted his 
life was realizing that things don’t always go as 
planned, and that you must learn to be flexible 
and open minded because even the most or-
ganized individual needs to adapt to changes.
   Words of advice he has for underclassmen 
are, “There may be many things that scare you, 
for instance: the dark, people, math, and your 
insecurities. However, don’t ever be afraid to 
be yourself. If you’re afraid to make a mis-
take, then remember to do it loud and proud 
because it does not define who you are, it just 
simply means that you are human. You are, af-
ter all, your own worst fear. Don’t let that get in 
the way of being yourself.”
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Honor Graduates:  Listed in order of class rank
Jaime Rodriguez  
Olivia Gonzales 
Binh Pham 
Calida Lieu 
Shelby Palisoul 
Olivia Muniz 
Griselda Chacon Chacon 
Rachel King 
Alexander Lee
Kristen Doell 
Madison O’Connell 
Cristina Oubkeo 
Abigail Macias Gutierrez 
Elicia Chacon 
Sarah Zimmerman 
Valyssa Correa 
Hayley Lokken
Cynthia Solis Santillano 
Jazmine Berg 
Daisey Navarrete Hernandez 
Sunshine Chang 
Aliyah Limas 
Adrien Burr 

Gillian Muniz 
Zachary Asmussen 
Orlando Dominguez Gutierrez 
Jairo Reyes Flores 
Mayra Farias 
Toucheng Lor  
Peter Vang
Mena Lor 
Dianhi Sanchez Huerta 
Maria Solis 
Cody Magerfleisch 
Dominique Aguilar Calambas 
David Dashyan 
Nicole Pacheco 
Alejandra Felix 
Jaqueline Moran Caballero 
Eduardo Gomez 
Raven Baca Cathcart 
Cambria Redmond 
John Phung 
Jacob Walklett 
Angie Lee 

Nedde Villalobos Yanez 
Sophia Mendoza 
Angel Merlos-Solorzano 
Wendy Perez Garcia 
William Norton 
Tala Vanblarcom 
Cindy Abarca 
Nicholas Etchells 
Jazmin Bencomo Trevizo 
Hannah Denison 
Cindy Juarez-Sanchez 
Lizeth Gutierrez Perez 
Jordan Tafoya 
James Wright 
Starr Palmer 
Nayely Alvarez 
Quiana Honeysette 
Remington Duarte 
Alvaro Padilla Mijares
Hannah Metcalf 
Dong Sung Park 
Kenni Woodman-Horton

Class color: Black
Song:  “Best Day of My Life” by American Authors

Motto: WE R15E ABOVE
Class Quote: “Success is not a matter of Chance; it is 
a matter of Choice. It is not a thing to be waited for; 

IT’S A THING TO BE ACHIEVED!”
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To: Julian Earl
From: Wiedenfeld
May you use your natural writing 
skills well in your future. All the 
best.

To: Dustin Koller
From: Wiedenfeld
Congratulations for an unbeliev-
able show of self-discipline and 
determination in completing your 
last lit classes and graduating. All 
the very best in your future en-
deavors.

To: Matthew � omas
From: Wiedenfeld
To an actor of huge potential. I 
loved having you in class, and ad-
mire your for your talent to discuss 
any subject deeply and critically. 
May you continue to shine.

To: Starr Palmer
From: Wiedenfeld
� anks for the fun of having you 
in 2 classes in your high school ca-
reer. Your positive attitude, passion 
for social justice and natural born 
art history analysis skills will con-
tinue to dazzle. All the very best.

To: Luis Valenzuela
From: Wiedenfeld
Your punctuality, hard work, posi-
tive attitude and neatly developing 
writing have been a pleasure to 
observe in class. All the very best 
to you.

To: Leticia Bailey
From: Wiedenfeld
Your determination to be success-
ful in class has been a gi�  to watch.  
All the best

To: Kenni Woodman
From: Wiedenfeld
Your passion for social justice is 
strong. � ank you for your con-
tributions to Week Without Hate. 
I know your compassion will con-
tinue to make this world a better 
place.

To:  Jaime Rodriguez
From:  Mrs. � oms
You have always been so kind and 
generous with your help and sup-
port ever since I walked in these 
doors.  I will miss you next year!

A Mis Queridos Inteligentes, 
To my beloved intelligent ones,
Arleth Aviles, Israel Dueñes, 
Brayan Lucero, Marjorie Teneza, 
David Garcia, Enrique Zente-
no, Frank Arnold, Mireya Jo-
vel, Ivonne Lara, Bernie Lorenzo, 
Christian Rodriguez, Itzel Rojas, 
Daniel Gonzalez, Fernando Her-
nandez, Lili Manjarez, Judyth 
Sanchez,
Erik Barraza, Eduardo Pimentel, 
Sammy Rodriguez, Perla Garcia, 
Omar Munguia, Karen Owusu, 
Alondra Vidales,
¡Les voy a extrañar mucho, 
mucho, mucho!  Me ha dado el 
gusto de tenerles en la clase de 
inglés este año y les deseo todo 
lo bueno en el futuro.  Séan bue-
nos y que nunca se olviden de Los 
Lobos de Westy.  I will miss you 
very, very, very much!  It has been 
my pleasure having you in English 
class this year, and I wish you all 
the best in the future.  Be good and 
never forget the Westy Wolves. 
Besos y abrazos de parte de,
Hugs and kisses from,
Señora Martinez
¡Que viva la clase de 2015!
Long live the class of 2015!

To: Julian Earl
From:  Wiedenfeld
May you use your well honed writ-
ing skills well in your future.  All 
the best.

To: GDIM 2 Seniors
From: Ms. Seward
� ank you for continuing the lega-
cy of awesome creativity in GDIM 
2 and 3!

To: Rosie Gargaro
From: Miss P.
Rosie you are so awesome!  Have a 
great summer!
 
To: Cody Carpenean
From: Miss P.
Class is going to be so boring with-
out you!  You have come a long 
way in 4 years, I am very proud of 
you!

To:  Tasia Halterman
From:  Ms. Ponce, Tanya, and 
Gus
You are the best and we love you!!

Hey Amazing Seniors,
 It gives me great pleasure to know 
you will begin a new life as West-
minster High School grads.   Re-
member and cherish the memo-
ries, and one day, visit us again to 
show o�  who you’ve become!  It is 
an honor to have seen you grow 
up to become such the awesome 
graduating class of 2015. 
 Me da un enorme placer saber 
que pronto comenzarán una nueva 
vida como graduados de West-
minster High School.  Recuerden 
y aprecien las memorias para que 
algún día nos visiten y luzcan en 
quiénes se han convertido.  Es un 
honor haberlos visto crecer para 
ser la increíble clase de 2015.
 Ms. Maria Núñez

To Gilly, face forward so I can see 
you:   I want to say how fun/amaz-
ing it has been knowing you these 
past four years. I know that your 
path is paved with good fortune, 
but I am sure you will encounter 
adversity at some point in your life, 
and when you do, always remem-
ber…”How’d that not go in?”
From:  Mr. Dennis

Horacio Duarte, Aubree Sing-
chaichna, Selena Jaramillo, you 
three nerds made my mornings 
o� en hilarious! I will miss instigat-
ing arguments between you three! 
I wish you three nerds the very 
best! Good luck in all you do!
From:  Mr. Dennis

To the Olivinator, You have a lot 
of in� uence, and I’m not sure you 
truly know how much. You really 
made an impact on my daughter 
and the rest of the Wolf pack. I 
would wish you luck, but we both 
know you don’t need luck; you 
make things happen!
From:  Mr. Dennis

To Chewy,
You are one awesome little hu-
manoid! Hopefully, Colby knows 
how lucky they are to have such an 
amazing nerd! You will be missed, 
but not forgotten.
From:  Mr. Dennis

 
To Jeresse, Please remember that 
you have a gi� , share it with the 
world, don’t hide it. Everyone who 
knows you, knows how much po-
tential you have, and we can’t wait 
to see you realize it.
From:  Mr. Dennis
 
To Savannah King, You have such 
a bright light, you need to share 
that light with your community. 
You are one of the strongest people 
I’ve ever met, use that strength to 
build a successful future, you de-
serve it!!!!
From:  Mr. Dennis
 
To my 3rd Hour World Geog-
raphy Class, From Crazy Old to 
Mackuluh and all you nerds in 
between. I will miss you guys, 
you o� en were a source of smiles 
and laughs for me that I will never 
forget. And remember Taco Bell 
is only like Momma’s cooking, if 
momma likes to make crap! (Scot-
tish Accent)
From:  Mr. Dennis

To: All the graduating seniors
From: Mrs. Messmer
� ank you so much for all the 
memories!  You will be missed.

To: My Senior Student Assistants: 
Cindy Trujillo, Lizeth Gutierrez, 
Josh Loe�  er, Enrique Zenteno, 
Agustina Santistevan, and Abby 
Macias
From: Ms. Rapp
� ank you all so much for be-
ing such amazing students and 
student assistants over the years!  
� ank you for making me laugh 
and keeping me organized!  You 
are amazing kids, and I love you 
all!  I’m going to miss you!

To: Seniors of the CenterStage 
� eatre Company
From: Mr. Rodriguez
 Congratulations on reaching such 
a remarkable milestone. You have 
certainly made your impressions 
on the halls of WHS, and on my 
heart as well. I will always think 
fondly of our journey together. 
Now it’s time for you to go into 
the world and “act well your part; 
there all the honor lies.”

To Josh M., Josh L., Abner, Justin, 
Jaime, Bernie, and Matt.  � ank 
you for your dedication and loy-
alty.  You represented yourselves, 
your team, and your school with 
class and distinction.  
Coach Kizer

To: AP Calculus 
From: Karina Costas 
� ank you all for your willingness 
to work hard and your wonderful 
attitude as we � gured things out 
together. You’re awesome!

To: All My Seniors 
From: Ms. Costas
I can honestly say that it has been 
a tremendous pleasure getting to 
know you this year. You are all re-
markable young adults, and I can’t 
wait to see what you accomplish in 
the future!

To: Peter Vang
From: Karina Costas
You are an extraordinary young 
man. I am deeply honored to have 
been able to work with you over 
the last two years and watch you 
grow as a student and as a human. 
I know that you can achieve any-
thing you desire, and I know that 
the world is a better place because 
people like you are in it. 

To: Jacob � omas
From: Karina Costas 
It was a true pleasure getting to 
know you this year. Your great 
mind, sweet disposition, and will-
ingness to work hard will allow 
you to achieve whatever you set 
your mind to. 

To: Taylor Feack
From: Mr. Messmer
You are an amazing and intelligent 
young lady who will achieve great 
success! You are Awesome!

To: Julissa Martinez
From: Mr. Messmer
Your exuberance and joy of life 
consume all of us! Keep rocking!

To: Brayan Verduzco Ochoa
From: Mr. Messmer
Stop being nervous! Your ideas are 
creative and excellent!

To: Randy Ramon
From: Mr. Messmer
Your calm and peaceful approach 
to life is a lesson for us all. � ank 
you!
 
To: Gillian Muniz
From: Mr. Messmer
Hey Lil’ Buddy! Congratulations!

To: Lexie Castillo
From: Miss P.
Congrats Lexie!  You are such a 
kind person, I know you will do 
great things a� er high school!

Turn the page 
for more teacher 
shout outs for 

seniors!



To my newspaper staff seniors:  
Thank you for your leadership.  We 
had a great team this year, and you 
have left great examples for those 
who will follow.  My individual 
wishes for you appear below:

Chris Aleman, you work magic 
with your art and photoshop skills.  
Thanks for lending your talents to 
us this year.  I’ll never forget your 
great speech in Eng. 2 last year.  I 
knew I was witnessing someone 
discover a masterful skill.  You have 
great influence with your words, 
I can’t wait to see where that takes 
you!

Jazmin Bencomo, I feel lucky to 
have met you this year.  You are a 
great writer and editor, and you are 
intelligent and very sweet.  You will 
be an asset anywhere you go.  Best 
of luck.

Gisselle Burgos:  Four years!  I re-
member your “spunk” freshman 
year, and I’ve watched you grow into 
a motivated and beautiful young 
lady.  I’m very proud of your writing 
skills and your future goals.  I hope 
we will stay friends on the journey 
of your life.  Your owls in the layout 
will be missed!

Hayley Lokken, you are a talented 
writer and editor.  I enjoyed getting 
to know about all of your sports 
obsessions and your family adven-
tures.  It was great that you stayed 
involved this year, and I’m excited 
to hear about your studies at Regis 
and beyond.

Monica Lopez, I made a very de-
liberate decision in naming you 
Editor-in-Chief this year.  I saw a 
leader ready to break out of a shell, 
and you certainly did!  I’ll miss your 
leadership, all the laughs, and the 
sarcasm.  Please keep in touch, my 
friend.

Abigail Macias, in every class I’ve 
taught you in over the past four 
years, you’ve always impressed 
me as a highly dedicated student 
and a compassionate human be-
ing.  You are the type of person 
that looks closely at someone and 
asks how they are and truly wants 
to know.  You do not rush things or 
live merely on the surface.  You are a 
deep thinker and genuinely care for 
people and world around you.  You 
deserve all of your current success 
and all that you will earn in the fu-
ture.  I’m excited to stay your friend 
along the path of life.

Cody Magerfleisch, it has been a 
fantastic three years.  Your humor 
is sometimes subtle, and at other 
times loud and clear.  You are a man 
of integrity, creativity, and critical 
thought.  I was honored you de-
cided to stay with the newspaper 
this year despite the need to give up 
other programs.  Your writing and 
ideas will be missed.  Best of luck on 
the road to becoming a teacher!

Carlos Mercado Marquez, I have 
enjoyed witnessing your growth 
over the years.  You are a young 
man headed to great places.  Keep 
studying hard, impressing people 

with your nice shirts and ties, and 
tapping into your business skills.  I 
was impressed with your work as 
Business Manager this year.  Good 
luck at Fort Hayes!

Draco Meza, you are one creative 
and interesting man.  Your intellect 
is outstanding and your personality 
brings the room to life.  I expect to 
hear great things about you in the 
future.  I’ll miss your great humor.

Ashley Miller, you brought a great 
enthusiasm to the news staff from 
day one this year.  We were lucky to 
get your writing and editing skills in 
the Wolf Pride.  I’ll miss your hands 
raising up to ceiling to celebrate 
hard work and cooperation.  I’ve 
been honored to know the Miller 
kids, and I admire your whole fam-
ily.  Enjoy college!

Abigail Morales, thanks for the 
hard work this semester.  You have 
grown as a writer this year.  I en-
joyed our many laughs and talks.
Brandon Rodriguez, thanks for the 
careful reporting and great art first 
semester.  Your work in English 4 
was great as well.  Best wishes to you 
as you pursue engineering.

Kelli Salomonson, I’m glad we met 
in Eng.4 last year.  Your writing tal-
ents and school spirit were major 
assets to the newspaper.  Congratu-
lations on Tennessee!

Colt Dan Uland, I feel that I really 
got to know the true Colt this year.  
Over the past two years, I knew that 
I had a great writing talent in the 
house, but I think the early morn-
ing classes got the best of you.  This 
year, in newspaper as our Commen-
tary Editor, and in Eng. 4, I learned 
about the interesting young man, 
Colt Dan.  You are a thinker beyond 
your years, a skilled writer, and a 
passionate musician.  I will miss 
our talks very much, and I hope you 
find a fufulling path in your future.  
May you make a living that will sup-
port the time you need for your mu-
sic and writing, and stay active in all 
the interesting debates, etc.  Your 
voice should be heard!

Brayan Verduzco Ochoa, you have 
been a shining light for the past 
four years.  I loved your attitude in 
Literacy 10 freshman year, you got 
me started on Twitter, you told me 
about all the activities you’d join, 
and you went on to DO IT ALL 
with grace and passion.  Three years 
in newspaper were a blast!  Your 
leadership is powerful, your cre-
ativity with design and photogra-
phy breathtaking, and your will to 
succeed despite challenges is truly 
inspiring.  I’m a better person from 
knowing you, and I can’t wait to 
hear about all that future holds for 
you!  I have a feeling, we will all say:  
“I knew him before he was famous!”

Bridger Wingate, the quiet man, 
the hairstyles, the movie reviews!  
The last four years have been a plea-
sure.  I hope you use your writing 
talent to change the world.  The pen 
is your sword...good luck, sir!
Carolyn Warren, 
Wolf Pride Advisor

To my senior assistants this year, 
Aubree Singchaichana, Mercedes 
Perez, Abigail Morales, and Nidia 
Montanez, thank you for the help 
and smiles.  You are all great young 
ladies.  Best of luck in the years to 
come!

To: AFJROTC Seniors
From: MSgt Temple
It has been a fantastic four years!  
Thank you for making the AF-
JROTC program better than it was 
when you started!

To: Eleftheriadis’ SENIOR AE 
Kids & Student Assistants
From: Mrs. Eleftheriadis
The end of the year will be bitter-
sweet as you make your way into the 
world. Don’t forget that I consider 
you to be part of my family, and 
look forward to hearing about all of 
your adventures!
Congratulations, 2015 Graduates!

To Binh Pham
Keep on being awesome. I am very 
proud of you and all that you have 
accomplished. Congratulations!
Ms. Gilbert

To:   Little Miss Michelle Lor in 
the SSN room:   Despite numer-
ous challenges and adversity in her 
young life, she continues to main-
tain a positive attitude and a beauti-
ful smile.  Everyone loves Michelle!
From:  Sandi O’Donnell

To:  Margarita Ruiz, Justin Jones, 
and Travis Hill
From:  Ms. Lockhart
I am so proud of all three of you.  
Thanks for being such an awesome 
group of young adults!

To:  Travis Hill
Thank you for great Tech support 
during LEAP class and for being a 
fantastic Student Assistant!!!!
From:  Mrs. Bracero

To:  Angel Thao,
Even though you are a junior pos-
ing as a senior, I wish you very best! 
And remember you will always be 
the GOAT of assistants!
Happy Lor, I wish pure “Happy”-
ness! See what I did there? I used 
your name as a pun for an emotion 
or state of being that I wish you ex-
perience in your near and distant 
future. Seriously Good Luck and 
never forget how awesome philoso-
phy was your freshman year!
From:  Mr. Dennis

To all my class seniors…
“Press on – nothing can take the 
place of persistence. Perseverance 
and determination alone are om-
nipotent.” – Calvin Coolidge
- Keep pushing forward wolves.
From:  Mr. Figuora

To: Jamie White
From: Mr. de Peyer
Thank you for being my assistant 
1st semester. You were a great help!
 
To: All IB French Seniors
From: Monsieur de Peyer
Bonne chance sur l’examen de B.I. 
Vous allez me manquer !
 
To : Jazmine Berg
From : Monsieur de Peyer
Merci, pour voyager en France avec 
moi ! Tu es une voyageuse excep-
tionnelle !
 
To : Senior Track and 
Field Athletes
From: Coach de Peyer
Thank you for a great season! We 
coaches will miss you and good luck 
with your future goals!

To: Mini-Me
From: Mr. Heller
Since 7th Grade you have been a 
friend. Don’t let graduation stop 
that!

To: Lexi (Turkey)
From: Mr. Heller
To the biggest turkey in all the 
school!
 
To: Dan P.
From: Mr. Heller
Remember to only use your Russian 
powers for good!
 
To: Angie Lee
From: Mr. Heller
To the best Daughter #1 ever!
 
To: Nate Howe
From: Mr. Heller
They are called sleeves. 

To: Cindy Juarez Sanchez
From: Mrs. Swafford
 Cindy, it was a delight to have you 
in my class this year! You are an 
incredibly positive, caring, bright 
young woman, and have worked a 
place into my heart. I will miss you, 
but I know there are far more op-
portunities ahead of you. Anyone 
who meets you will truly be blessed. 
Love, Mrs. Swafford
 

To: Senior Cheerleaders (Starr 
Palmer, Makayla Martinez, Fran-
ces Sandoval, Sunda Talarico, 
Christina Oubkeo, Lea Shoen-
garth, Brayan Ochoa)
Message: Thank you guys for all of 
your hard work and dedication this 
season.  Each of you have touched 
my life in one way or another. Thank 
you for supporting me, sharing 
your lives with me, and making me 
laugh.  You all have so much talent 
and are going to raise mountains in 
your lifetime.  Good luck to you all.
From:  Giebs

To: Ms. Davis’ AE class
From: Ms. Davis
Thank you all for your humor, in-
sights, drama and fun.  I am so 
grateful to have inherited such a 
fantastic group of students.  Best of 
luck to each of you as you venture 
forth into the world.

To: My awesome 2nd Period la-
dies!
From: Mr. Chris Williams
Summer aka “Kimmy Jin”, Arizbel, 
and Mercedes, you three did a great 
job and always started my day with 
a smile. Good Luck!

To: Joseph Ruiz
From: Mr. Chris Williams
I have really enjoyed getting to 
know you in class and watching you 
come to life on the stage. Keep up 
the hard work.

To: My 3rd Period senior crew!
From: Mr. Chris Williams
Lucero, Hannah, Austin, and Wen-
dy! You guys rock! Thank you for 
the hard work and laughs. I’ll miss 
having you in class. You guys set 
the bar for the underclassmen very 
high.

To: My 4th period seniors!
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You guys were fun to have in class 
and always brightened my day. 
Thank you, Eduardo, Matty, SK, 
Marisol, Adam, Ishan, and Jamie. 
Keep up the hard work and good 
luck!

To: Raymond, Diana, Samuel 
and Matthew
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You guys did an amazing job in VCA 
and I’m so glad we got a chance to 
make movies together! Good luck!

To: My Super Assistants of VCA
From: Mr. Chris Williams
Chris, Alex and Kim, you helped 
me whip this group of young film-
makers into shape and turned out 
some great videos to boot. Take care 
and good luck.

To: Makayla Martinez
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You are a talented young lady, amaz-
ing singer, and a heck of a person to 
know. Thanks for everything and 
keep up the great work.

To: Ezeqeil Guerrero
From: Mr. Chris Williams
Thanks for all the “tech talk”. I could 
always count on you to have a juicy 
tech tidbit to discuss. Good luck.

To: Vicky Solis
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You are a crazy cool chica. Empha-
sis on the “crazy”! Good luck at 
University.

To: Dustin Koller
From: Mr. Chris Williams
I will always miss our great sports 
talks. You are a good guy and I wish 
you the best.

To: Luis Delgado Guzman
From: Mr. Chris Williams
“DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN 
ADOPT A DONKEY IN DEN-
VER?!?!” Take care.

To: Quianhi Honeysanchez
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You two always made me laugh and 
amazed me with what remarkable 
young women you are. Take care 
and good luck.

To: Gillian “THE SLIM REAPER” 
Muniz
From: Mr. Chris Williams
You are a remarkable young lady 
that I feel fortunate to have met. I 
know you will make an amazing 
filmmaker and I wish you all the 
best.

To: Gill
From: Ms. Curlee
Let’s go!!!!
 
To: Odeb9
From: Ms. Curlee
You’re all weird.  And I respect that.
 
To: Vicky
From: Curlee
Life’s too short not to have blue hair 
sometimes. 
 
To: BAE
From: Curlee
Hey, BAE!
 
To: Cindy
From: Curlee
How will I know if he really loves 
me?!
 
To: Hayley
From: Curlee
You’re awesome.
 
To: Jaime
From: Curlee
Proud of you!
 
 To: Quiana
From: Curlee
Dancing.  Always more dancing. 
 
To: Adrien
From: Curlee
Life is short, but it’s wide. 
 
To: IB Seniors
From: Curlee
Congratulations on doing the ex-
traordinary.  I’m proud of you.
 
To: Hyperbole
From: Curlee
The thing is, life is best when exag-
gerated.  Good job at that.
 
To: Zasmussen
From: Curlee
For the last time, NO, YOU CAN-
NOT HAVE MY CALCULATOR.

To: Olivia
From: Curlee
You=amazing

Anthony Lopez
From: Aceves
Anthony you’re strength, determi-
nation and passion will take you to 
the stage! Get me on Will Call.

Ms. Music’s 2015 Seniors:
Even if it has been a few semester 
since I have seen you, thanks for 
coming into my room and into my 
life. Each and every one of you (even 
if we butted heads) are the reason 
this job is a blessing and a dream. As 
they say in a famous movie, “Climb 
every mountain, fjord every stream, 
follow every rainbow, til you find 
your DREAM!”. All my love! Su-
preme Panda Overlord-Your Art 
Teacher, Ms. Music

Hanna Metcalf
Archmage-it has truly been deeply 
wonderful to have you these past 
few years and share so many memo-
ries. You leave a mighty gap when 
you begin the next phase of your 
journey which I know will be un-
imaginably awesome! I’ll miss you. 
All my love-Music.

Gisselle Burgos:  You are so sweet, 
gentle, and fabulous. Never lose 
your spirit, no matter how much the 
world tries to eat it away from you!

Maritza Chavez:  Thanks for the 
laughs, the burritos, the coffee and 
the joy. I was so happy to have you 
so much towards the end and to see 
you and your art grow! That, and 
you crack me up. Oye gato.

Yizel Sanchez:  I still remember 
when you sat in the corner table 
and your graffiti piece. It is hard to 
imagine that now you are graduat-
ing. You have grown into a char-
ismatic, talented and wonderful 
young woman.

Eduardo Flores Vega:  I know 
things may be crazy for you, but 
never give up. You have an enor-
mous talent and spirit for art.

Michelle Ponce Diaz:  You have the 
most awesome and mature dry wit 
and humor ever. I’m really glad that 
you came into my room and into my 
life. It always put a smile on my face 
to have you sitting in your corner.

Alexis Rodriguez Robles:  You are 
another one that has been with me 
from the beginning who has grown 
by leaps and bounds. I know that 
thing can be rough, but I just have 
so much faith in you. You are such a 
kind soul and I know you can make 
it, that you deserve to make it!

Destiny Armijo:  You are just easy 
going and super chill, with a smile 
always on your face. Your good hu-
mor always made me smile. I hope 
things are wonderful for you!

Tiana Newman:  You are the silent 
assassin! You are a perfect example 
of a person who doesn’t need to 
brag or to bolster, but creates amaz-
ing things!

Tasia Halterman:  I’ll remember 
your kindness and your sweetness. 
I’m very glad to have gotten to meet 
you.

Jose Espino Silva:  It’s been a long 
time and it’s hard to imagine that 
you are already graduating. You are 
so talented. Keep your passion!

Athit Thoedpraiphanawan:  Your 
quite respect, kindness and work 
ethic will be missed. I wish only the 
best for you.

Mercedes Perez:  I wish you all the 
best. I’m so proud that you have 
continued to grow and to head to-
wards your dreams.

Mike Chaivong:  Mike, the man! If 
anyone shares my love of Pandas-it 
is you. Glad to have had you in class 
and been able to see you artwork 
grow.

Tiara Loya:  You are just so graceful, 
kind, smart, funny, and sincere. I’ll 
miss you-even though I have gotten 
used to missing you when you go to 
Lee’s half the time… (lol). I fervent-
ly wish the best for you in your life 
and art (never give it up!!!!).

Gillian Muniz:  Gillian, aka Elven 
Princess. You are so beautiful inside 
and out. I was very fortunate indeed 
to have you in my class and in my 
life. Take care of yourself on your 
long journey wherever the road 
takes you. Your friend-the Hobbit 
(aka Ms. Music).

Vanessa Lerma Alvarado:  You are 
one fabulous lady! I will treasure 
your handprint under my back-
splash forever!!!!!!
Ms. Music

Aby Morales
From: Aceves
Your smile and enthusiasm will be 
missed, as will the smell in my of-
fice from all those spontaneous fast 
food runs.

Nielli Saucedo
From: Aceves
Thanks for finding solace in my 
office (you’re welcome Wilgus!), a 
guru of patience and eye rolling.

Damien Joe Bryan
From: Aceves
From social psychologist side kick 
to Vine developer and dude perfect 
office performances, your sponta-
neous talents and charming person-
ality will be missed.

Jonicka Rios
From: Aceves
Best of luck out there, I’m so proud 
of how far you have come; but hon-
estly, keep it gangsta!

Karen Morales
From: Aceves
You’re a subtle but profound guid-
ing light of inspiration, so happy 
for all those amazing things you 
will find in your pursuits outside of 
WHS (like new sweatshirts).

Leticia Bailey
From: Aceves
You’re the biggest, toughest, kind-
est girl; thank you for returning to 
WHS, you’re my hero.

Devin Cordova
From: Aceves
I’m proud of you... Son.

Daniel Line-Bell
From: Aceves
Seize the day, secure the destiny, but 
don’t underestimate the spectacular 
unknown.

Jose Contreras-Chavez
From: Aceves
Congrats on your accomplishments 
in and outside of the classroom.

To: Eleftheriadis’ SENIOR AE 
Kids & Student Assistants
From: Mrs. Eleftheriadis
The end of the year will be bitter-
sweet as you make your way into the 
world. Don’t forget that I consider 
you to be part of my family, and 
look forward to hearing about all of 
your adventures!
Congratulations, 2015 Graduates!

.

To:  Rosie Gargaro
From:  Everyone in the SPED Dept 
and beyond.
Thank you for your wonderful atti-
tude and your
Beautiful smile.  You make every-
one’s day
a happier one!

To: My Sophomore Children 
of 2013
From: Mrs. Heller
These words to you incredible kid-
dos are extremely hard to come by 
because it is sadly time to say good-
bye. Words cannot express how 
proud I am of each and every one of 
you! The trials you have overcame 
to get to graduation, learning how 
to be non-conformists and true 
transcendentalists, embracing the 
burned books with Guy, and now 
pushing yourselves with Macbeth 
and Holden. My appreciation for 
your particular class is hard to ex-
plain; let’s just say it was you guys 
who did the saving that year in so 
many ways and have since taken 
care of me. The world is yours, do 
good!

To: Link Crew Seniors
From: Mrs. Heller
Bravo! (Imagine standing ovation 
from yours truly!) What an incred-
ible year it has been watching you 
guys grow into fantastic leaders. 
From scavenger hunts, reminding 
the Freshmen how awesome they 
are in song, and a FABULOUSLY 
successful food challenge, you have 
rocked my socks! Thank you for re-
minding me that being a mom takes 
many forms and you all will forever 
be in my heart as “mine”. Always re-
member your family and it’s a sim-
ple little song there’s not much to it, 
all you have to do is doodle do it! Be 
the change and live wonderfully for 
all! Boop Boop!

To: The Link Crew 
Commissioners
From: Mrs. Heller
It feels like I am losing my right arm 
a bit… seriously. For the past four 
years, you fab kiddos have kept be 
afloat. From check ins, smiles, shar-
ing your lives, to now growing into 
the Fab 4 of commissioners. Your 
leadership skills have been clutch as 
we have challenged you all to grow 
in some capacity this year. Each one 
of you took the challenges grace-
fully and we have never seen such 
a cohesive, positive, and dedicated 
group of leaders. It is hard to say 
goodbye to you four and your shoes 
will be awfully hard to fill. Thank 
you for constantly inspiring change, 
courage, and bravery in my heart. 
The world has no idea what is com-
ing! Lead my friends!

To: Heller’s Inaugural 
AP Literature Sections
From: Mrs. Heller
What a long strange trip it has been 
in all three sections of AP Lit and 
I couldn’t have asked for a better 
group of talented young minds to 
share it with! Thank you, all of you, 
for putting forth your effort, your 
trust, your resilience, and your de-
sire for improvement. Let me leave 
you with some inside jokes that 
helped make our path awesome: 
Success comes from failure (no 
matter how much you hate Heller 
when she grades you ); Finals do 
not cause death, but they may in-
duce…; HOW?; light bulb=Jake; 
randomly clapping will wake peo-
ple up; WWJBD?; Literally, liter-
ally, LITERALLY; Ivann; Dan says, 
(insert inappropriate comment)…; 
Emily Dickenson = favee!; Lady 
Macbeth is cuckoo for cocoa puffs!

To: AVID Seniors
From: Mrs. Heller
Congratulations! You are finally 
there! I am so proud and honored 
to have known each one of you in 
some capacity over your four years 
as a Wolf. Thank you for letting me 
be a part of your journeys; whether 
for the last three years or just senior 
year, thank you! Go to college, tear 
‘em up, turn in your work, don’t get 
lazy, and do amazing things!
To: Eng.Lang. 4 Period 2
From: Ms. Sobol
I wish for you a good breakfast ev-
ery day, a free day (not when you 
have work to do, but when you are 
truly free to enjoy what you love), 
and great happiness on your next 
journey. 

To: EngLang 4 Period 4
From: Ms. Sobol
I wish for you an endless supply 
of donuts and great company for a 
hearty debate. Thank you for all of 
the crazy stories and laughter.

To: My Senior Outdoor Ed 
Leaders
From:  Mama Sobol
What lies before us and what lies 
behind us are small matters com-
pared to what lies within us. And 
when we bring what is within out 
into the world, miracles happen.-
-Henry David Thoreau  A thousand 
thank yous for our time together. 
You will be missed!

To My Periods 5, 6, and 8 English 4 
seniors:  It has been a fantastic year.  
What a great way to spend my days, 
interacting with the future lead-
ers of our community and world.  
Your passion for learning, excite-
ment at success, and dedication to 
graduate fill my days with pleasure.  
I will miss the laughs, the discus-
sions about the books and plays, the 
writings you put your hearts into, 
and the speeches about your career 
goals and life in general.  I wish you 
all the best as you leave high school 
and find your direction.
Mrs. Warren

Kenia Torres, You are a unique lady 
with an eye for fashion and interest-
ed in a great era of literature.  Keep 
reading the “Beats,” and enjoy your 
life “On the Road.”  I’m sure you will 
find adventures in life, and don’t 
forget to write about them!
Mrs. Warren

To: Jackie Hernandez    
From: Mrs. Swafford
Jackie, you worked incredibly hard 
this year to be where you are to-
day. I could not be prouder of you! 
Thank you for allowing me to be 
your teacher, even when our class 
got a little crazy sometimes. You are 
a rockstar! Love, Mrs. Swafford
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 Monica Lopez
Editor-in-Chief
 
   Screaming, “Plot twist!” as my life changes 
quickly from being 18 in high school to being 18 
and having all these responsibilities that school 
did not prepare me to handle. I see my adulthood 
swinging towards me like a huge stack of bills 
about to hit me upside my head, reality check!
   Life goes on after high school in case you didn’t 
know that, all the drama and irrelevant issues that 
were created will be left in high school. There are 
more important things than what people wear 
and who’s going out with who; like how will you 
pay back your student loans?
   When I leave Westminster High School, I re-
fuse to look back. I will have to thank my head-
phones that kept me to myself and muted the 
distractions that tried to pull me away from my 
education. I will also have to thank my patience 
that got me to graduation; these four years have 
been the longest. I mean, high school has always 
had high standards. You can’t expect us to be on 
our A-Game when we’re sitting for eight hours 
slaving for a score of four on a basic worksheet  
while fighting to stay awake because of the three 
extra hours you needed for homework the night 
before, and let’s not forget the extra curricular 
activities right after school that last for a few 
hours. Also, don’t forget to eat healthy and sleep 

for eight hours because “apparently,” everyone in high school has enough time for that luxury. 
   High school wasn’t as bad as I thought, and I can’t forget the wonderful faculty at Westminster 
High School. All sarcasm aside, I connected with my teachers more than most peers. I had Mrs. 
Heller and Mrs. Warren for four years, and they both pushed me to my limits and made me 
stronger in English (my favorite subject). One teacher I could share my love of sarcasm with was 
Mr. Bergman, and he was also understanding and helpful throughout the years. Mr. Mattei is the 
best because you know, it’s Mr.Mattei! Then, there is the den mother of A/E, Mrs. Eleftheriadis, 
she always made sure I was taking care of myself and listened to my complaining when life got 
hard. I cannot forget Mrs. Klaczynsky who kept me sane throughout high school. The impact 
that these amazing people have left on me will not be forgotten.
   My grandparents and my parents deserve the most appreciation because they always have my 
back and support me in all of my decisions. I don’t want to brag or anything, but my family is 
perfect, and that’s obviously where I get it from. My family will be cheering me on at graduation 
May 15 as I run to receive my diploma.

Jazmin Bencomo
Features Editor

   High school has been a memorable chapter that is coming to a close. 
   I’ve been looking forward to graduation ever since my freshman year, and now that it’s finally 
here, it’s a bittersweet feeling. The high school experience has been a crazy roller coaster ride full 
of a little bit of everything:  friendships, happiness, 
memories, drama, and stress. Despite the stress and 
drama, it’s been an incredible experience. Under-
classmen, cherish  the moments because football, 
games, pep assemblies, Homecoming, and Prom are 
all just memories to me now. 
  High school was a huge coming of age time in my 
life. So try new things, but do things that will make 
you happy and surround yourself with people that 
bring positive vibes into your life.  I love the peo-
ple                                                   that I’ve gotten the 
opportunity to meet all throughout high school, and 
have grown close to many. I would like to thank all 
of my teachers for being there for me and motivating 
me to always do better. 
   Being the Features Editor for this year’s newspaper 
has been an unforgettable experience, itself. I got the 
chance to grow as a writer, met some awesome peo-
ple, and helped others with their writing. The news-
paper committee helped me to try something new, 
as well as getting involved with my school. 
    Much love to the class of 2015 for all the memories 
brought into my life by everyone. I want to wish all 
of the seniors good luck as we all take a step forward 
in lives to start a new journey. 
   This isn’t goodbye, it’s simply the beginning of a 
new chapter in my life. 

Brayan Verduzco Ochoa
News Editor

    It’s not the “goodbye” that hurts, but the flashbacks that follow, and four years of 
flashbacks will leave some scars behind. It’s crazy to think that I’ve spent four years in 
this high school, and that in a couple of weeks, I will finally began my life in the real 
world as an adult. Time is more valuable than money. You can get more money, but 
you cannot get more time, so it’s really true when they say, “time flies” because before 
you know it, high school will be over.
   I felt like I was going to be in high school forever, but now that my time is running 
out, these four years really flew by. I’ve learned that life will bring tears, smiles, and 
memories. The tears will dry, the smiles will fade, but the memories will truly last for-
ever because it feels like just last week I was that freshman who got a bloody nose on 
the first day of school and could not find a bathroom to save my life. Or sophomore 
year, when I got my first lead role in theatre. Then, junior year came, and I got crazy 
involved and close to my class, and finally, senior year came and the first memory that 
runs through my mind is the one where I got my tooth knocked in at cheer practice.
   I’m not going to lie, the journey through high school wasn’t easy; it’s not easy for 
anyone. Luckily, for me, I met some amazing friends and teachers down the road 
that I could count on when I was down or just needed a kick in the butt. I would like 
to thank Mrs. G for always putting the students first and welcoming me with open-
ing arms; she has really grown to 
be our den mother. I would also 
like to thank Mrs. Heller for giv-
ing me that tough throat punch-
ing love by constantly pushing me 
to become a better person. I didn’t 
think I was going to get close with 
this next teacher because he shows 
no emotion, is EXTREMELY loud 
and very sarcastic, basically just 
like me, but without the beard, so 
thank you, Mr. Messmer for being 
a father figure in my life. Lastly, I 
have to thank the one teacher who 
has dealt with me since day one, 
who has put up with my “frack-
ing” for four years now, and for 
giving me the amazing opportu-
nity to write for the school’s news-
paper, thank you, for everything, 
Mrs. Warren you have truly changed my life. 
   Even though I had solid squad, I still went through it all, the heartbreaks, the point-
less drama, bullying, family issues, the list could go on, but the most important thing 
is don’t let fear choose your path for you because you’ll miss out on some great experi-
ences. There will be times when you’ll fall on your face, I did it, maybe more than the 
average person, but you can’t give up because,  “Life will get better,” but that’s the thing, 
“Life won’t get better just because people say it will. Life will ONLY get better if you get 
up and make the change.” -Brayan Verduzco Ochoa

Next chapter 

Don’t let fear choose your path 

Abigail Macias Gutierrez
Sports Editor

   A chapter is closing in my life, but 
a new chapter is being built as well. 
I thought about how I was going to 
write my senior article, but I never 
knew the time would come so soon.  
   I had looked forward to the day of 
graduation since my freshman year 
of high school, and now that’s nearly 
here, I wish there was more time. 
That’s a little funny to say, but now I 
know this is about to get as real as life 
gets. Don’t get me wrong, I’m ready for 
the challenge and going out to the real 
world to find out who I was meant to 
become. 
   High school is a roller coaster ride 
all around from start to finish. Yes, this 
is a bittersweet moment.  A time for 
tears, laughter, memories, and friends 

all in one big picture. Life is a generosity, and some have better luck than others, 
but as this chapter ends in my life, and this journey takes a turn, for the better if 
not for the worse, no one knows. 
   Newspaper class was my favorite I because I could do what I love best, writing 
the sports articles. Becoming a Sports Editor this year was a dream come true. 
As you may know, I am pretty involved in sports. No, I don’t just write sports 
stories all the time. I get different topics which I enjoy, due to the fact that I can 
acknowledge clubs, sports, or news that not many people notice around school. 
I feel that even the newspaper doesn’t get enough acknowledgement; trust me, 
it’s not easy writing articles and having others judge or throw away your work.
    So, as this chapter ends, I want to thank everyone that has made me the person 
I am as of today, especially all the teachers that have been a part of my life. Thank 
you for being such amazing teachers and changing my life. I hope to close this 
chapter of my life, not with a good bye, but with a see you later.

Senior goodbye 

Ready to leave, finally!
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Ashley Miller
Entertainment Editor

   Fall 2011 through spring 2015 has 
been the most adventurous and inter-
esting part of my life. I learned a lot 
about myself these past four years. My 
career choices have changed and be-
come clearer. Entering high school, I 
wanted to be an Imagineer for Disney 
(a person that helps create attractions 
for Disney Parks). Now, as I leave high 
school, I’m still skeptical of what I want 
to do. Either be a wedding/party plan-
ner or get re-involved with musical the-
ater (yes, that includes Broadway).
    Another part of my future that I want 
to continue with is something high 
school introduced me to my freshman 
year, Colorguard. My sophomore year 
was my � rst competition season. I was 
one class up from novice. Now, as a se-
nior, I just � nished my � rst competition 
season in an independent Winterguard, 
Solstice. Solstice is one class lower from 
world class. Quite a big jump and ac-
complishment from a small high school 
Winterguard. Another thing Westy has introduced me to is music and theatre. Now, I’ve been 
playing the violin since fourth grade, but that’s not what I’m talking about. I’m talking about 
how I started singing and acting. My freshman year, I was in Essence, which was an advanced 
women’s group. I now have the honor to � nish my high school career while being in the high-
est ranked group this high school has, Raging Harmonies. I also started acting my sophomore 
year in the musical, In the Heights. Since then, I’ve put acting aside for a while, and a� er 
much thought, I’m in a position now where I’m thinking of it as a career. High school is such 
a unique experience, and while stressful, it still has been the most fun roller coaster I’ve ever 
been on. I’ve faced a lot of fears, took some risks, and made A LOT of mistakes, but that’s what 
high school is for. We make all these mistakes before we’re sent out into the real world. Sure, 
we’ll make more mistakes in the future, but that’s what makes the future so exciting, you never 
know what’s going to happen. 
   I want to thank everyone who has been involved with my life in any way, shape, or form, 
because whether or not we still talk or know each other, you’ve contributed. Whether it has 
been a good experience or a bad one, isn’t that important right now. It’s because of those 
experiences and lessons learned that I’m who I am today. So, thank you for contributing and 
here’s to the future.

Looking forward, looking back
Colt Dan Uland
Commentary Editor

   Hollywood teaches us that high school is a wonderful time of happi-
ness. You will have a lot of friends to hang out with every day, have the 
same girlfriend forever, and even the bad parts of life will be amazingly 
dramatic and meaningful. � is is what I call Hollywood High School. 
� ere are no serious dangers in Hollywood High School. Everything 
is okay in the end in Hollywood High School.  
   Well, as you know, Hollywood High School is a total fantasy. In 
Reality High School, things go wrong every day for no real reason or 
purpose, and they o� en have no great meaning. You are likely to lose 
friends by the numbers with each passing year, and your girlfriend 
doesn’t care that much about you. 
   � ank God for that. Most people would rather be in Hollywood High 
School, but Reality High School is truly the better option. In movies, 
things are exaggerated to be dramatic; they are a fantasy to make you 
feel good about your boring life. � ey keep you sedated by self pity. Without you even realizing it, 
they teach you to conform to what you see in their movies. � ey tell you that your life needs to be 
more like Hollywood High School.
  Well, personally, I’m happier with Hollywood High School staying in � ction. � e amazing thing 
about not living in a movie is you have the freedom to be the kind of person that a writer could 
never create. You aren’t limited by rules and tropes. You can just do what you want. So few people 
even take advantage of this freedom and just want to be another boring meatbag. 
   Another great thing about Reality High School is that your life isn’t just four years or less unlike 
in high school movies. � ink about how di� erent you were in sixth grade. Were you better then 
or now?  I’m pretty sure we’d all say we like ourselves better now. So, do you think it’s realistic that 
ten years from now you’ll be the exact same as you are now?  You have just begun the road that is 
your adult life. Don’t worry about being the perfect person now, because in reality, you probably 
won’t even think about the people you go to school with in ten years. Let’s get real, it’s true. � ese 
are formative years, but not the only years.
  So, if  I could say one thing to myself in ninth grade, or to anyone else � nishing high school, it 
would be this:  Focus on your grades and on improving yourself, not on trying to have the perfect 
life like the people in Hollywood High School. Remember, Hollywood High School is a lie made 
to sell tickets, not a true representation of the way everybody’s life is. Just have fun and enjoy being 
you before you are old and wish you did something di� erent. 
   As one of my favorite bands, the Teen Idles said, “Put on your sneakers and be a kid, why don’t 
you try and have some fun? Put on your sneakers and be a kid, you’re not fooling anyone.”

Hollywood High School

Cody Mager� eisch
Sta�  Reporter

   I personally � nd the concept of seniors giv-
ing underclassmen advice about how to en-
joy their senior year fairly repetitive. � ese 
columns usually consist of sayings like “don’t 
procrastinate,” “have fun,” and “it goes by too 
fast.”  � at last one really isn’t advice but ap-
parently still needs to be said. 
   You’ve heard all that before. So, I really 
have no advice to give you. However, they’ve 
given me this space to leave you all with some 
“valuable information” or something like 
that,  which I will take full advantage of do-
ing. For starters, don’t be lame. Yes, school-
work is important, but you can take some 
time to enjoy yourself, even if it’s just sitting 
and doing nothing for a few hours. Don’t be “that guy” that never can come to any-
thing or do anything fun because he’s busy doing his homework. I’m not saying blow 
it o�  entirely, just for a little while. 
   Second, take full advantage of any and all opportunities that may present themselves 
over these short four years. Push yourself to the full extent of your abilities. Whether 
or not those advanced classes help you with college, or you don’t ace the IB tests, at 
least you pushed through and made it out alive. 
   Finally, � nd something you’re passionate about and pursue it. Maybe not as a career, 
instead as a hobby. Don’t settle for something because “it’s a job.”  � ere’s no reason 
you should � nd a career or life path that you follow because it’s easy, because it’s risk-
free. Live your life in the danger zone. (If you thought that was an Archer reference, I 
have lost all respect for you. It’s Top Gun, and you should know that.)  To summarize, 
be awesome and live for something, or die for nothing.

“Be the person Steve Rogers knew you could be.” -Cody Mager� eisch
P.S. Hey Curlee- #cdawgiswinning

Live in the danger zone Hayley Lokken
Sta�  Reporter

   I have spent the last four years counting down the days until I could � nally walk across that stage and accept my 
diploma. Now, here I am, less than 10 days from that exact moment, and I don’t feel like I’m ready for it. 
I know that everything that I have been doing for these past four years has been to prepare myself for this mo-
ment, and I know that everything will work out in the end, but I can’t help but be 
scared as I jump blindly into the next stage of my life.
   � e one thing that I am sure of is how amazing the people are that I have met 
at Westy. I found a niche where I felt comfortable, and I will always be grateful 
to those who have made me feel at home here. My freshman year, I was worried 
that I wouldn’t be able to get to know my teachers as well as I had in middle 
school, because of how much smaller my middle school was. I’m really glad that 
I was wrong. 
   I could sit here forever and list all of the teachers that have made an impact on 
me, but I  probably wouldn’t be done in time for graduation, so I will mention 
the two that stand out the most to me:  Mr. Troy and Mr. Lee.
   I met Mr. Troy my freshman year when I had him for Principles of Biomedical 
Science, and I instantly knew that I had found a teacher who I could always go 
to if I needed anything. He immediately picked up on my very subtle, love of 
the Colorado Rockies and would always talk to me about them as if I were his 
equal and not his student. He would also challenge me by giving me extra work, 
to make sure that I never got bored in his class. I have continued to stay close 
to Mr. Troy during my time in the IB Programme, and he has continued to be a 
huge part in my success at Westy.
   By far, the craziest person that I have met during my time here has to be Mr. Lee. � e � rst day that I met Mr. Lee, 
I knew that I was in for a wild two years, but what I didn’t realize was just how amazing they would be. I have, on 
numerous occasions, found myself going to him for advice, comfort, or just to rant, and each, and every time, he 
has had the right things to say in order to help me feel better. While he may come o�  as a bit aggressive sometimes, 
or just loud, he is by far, one of the best people that I have ever met. 
   I couldn’t possibly express what these two teachers mean to me, so all I can do is say thank you. � ank you for 
being there for me when I needed to rant. � ank you for pushing me to do my best, even when I wanted to give up. 
� ank you for making me laugh, and making me want to come to school every day. � ank you for being awesome! 
   So, as I sit here with less than a week le� , worrying about leaving all of the amazing people that I have met here, 
I have to remind myself that all good things must come to an end, and I know that I will stay in touch with all of 
my teachers that have made an impact on me, as well as make new connections as I move onto the next chapter 
of my life. 

Bonds for a lifetime
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Kelli Salomonson
Sta�  Reporter

  � e four years that 
used to seem like a life-
time are � nally nearing 
the end. With gradua-
tion right around the 
corner, I am reminisc-
ing on the past, as well 
as looking forward to 
the future.
   I was lucky enough to have been able to be so involved in the 
school with di� erent clubs and sports. I will always look back on 
the memories I have made in swimming, track and � eld, student 
government, newspaper and mediators. I was able to make some 
amazing memories that I will always cherish and look back on.
   I was also lucky enough to have met teachers that have been there 
for me all four years to support me and always be there for me no 
matter what especially two teachers that have been there for me 
since my freshman year. I will always appreciate all the things that 
they have done for me and will never forget them.
   As this door closes on May 15, another will open for me in the 
fall. I will be attending my dream school, University of Tennessee, 
and I will be able to make more memories that will last a lifetime. 
Just like everything else in life, the Class of 2015 has outgrown 
Westminster High School, and it is time for us all to take a giant 
leap into adulthood.

Draco Meza
Sta�  Reporter

   I remember walking into this school for the � rst time and was super ner-
vous, I really didn’t know if I really was going to actually graduate, with people 
actually telling me that I wasn’t, but throughout all the struggle I can prove 
those who doubted me wrong. I really don’t know what to say other than tell 
some people thank you that helped me get to where I am now. 
   First, and foremost, I want to thank my parents, even though we had our 
problems, thank you for not giving up on me and pushing me to succeed and 
still believing in me on my worst days. 
   � ank you, Mr. Martinez, for helping me tremendously, you are seriously 
why I’m graduating thank you, THANK YOU!  Seriously, you are helping me 
into my next stage in life. You are why I get to continue from here, thank you. 
T
   � ank you Mrs. Piper, you are seriously the best. � ank you for helping me 
out when I’m stressed, and I’m going to miss the talks we have. 
   � ank you Mark for be realist G out there. You are seriously the best, and 
thank you for being legit with me and checking me when I messed up and 
teaching the reality of what is out there. 
   Last, but not least, I 
want to thank every-
body in IB ,whether 
we talked or worked 
together thank you. 
You guys are honestly 
one of the best things 
that has ever happened 
to me, and I never will 
regret joining IB be-
cause everyone made 
it worth it. 

Chris Aleman
Sta�  Reporter
   High school, it’s only four years of your life ,which is about six percent. School occupies, 
on average, about 23 percent of your life, overall. Almost everyone goes along with the 
“rules of society,” going along with the � ow, the style, and whatever is “in.”  One quarter 
of your life, and you haven’t even been yourself. Transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emerson 
once said: 
“Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. Nothing is at last sacred, but the 
integrity of your own mind. A man should learn to detect and watch that gleam of light 
which � ashes across his mind from within, more than the lustre of the � rmament of bards 
and sages... In every work of genius we recognize our own rejected thoughts: they come 
back to us with a certain alienated majesty.  � e power which resides in him is new in 
nature, and none but he knows what that is which he can do, nor does he know until he 
has tried”. � is quote has a deep meaning, but I am going to focus on the message I get 
from it. “Trust thyself or trust yourself,” this is a common thing to hear when being given 
advice, but they only give you the � rst part. “Every heart vibrates to that iron string.” A 
guitar is a stringed instrument with a fretboard capable of playing beautiful music. Guitar 

strings are meant to play a certain pitch, and if you 
closely observe those strings while playing a similar 
pitch, the string will slightly vibrate. Similar to that 
is our hearts, when our heart senses our true selves. 
Your body, mind and soul are made like the gui-
tar strings, which are made to play a speci� c pitch, 
likewise, you are made to play a certain role in life. 
   � is why there are people with talents, and people 
that are successful. � ese people trust themselves 
and to do what they are designed to do. Some call 
it destiny, others say it’s what God wants, etc. � e 
question is will you reject yourself, or will you trust 
yourself and be you? 
   Make this six percent of your life be the part that 
makes you successful, happy and completely you, 
so don’t be stupid and ignore this advice.

The American Dream I will always look back 
on the memories

 Trust thyself or trust yourself I can prove those who 
doubted me wrong

Carlos Mercado
Business Manager

    As I look back towards the beginning of high school, I 
remember being told what I was by a lot of teachers, and 
I would love to thank all the counseling sta� , mainly Ms. 
Previdi,  Ms. Piper, and Ms. Ilk, thank you for guiding me 
through the process to my further education.
    I would like to thank all my IB teachers, especially Mr. 
Martinez for always being there, and here’s a throwback in-
spired by an assignment from you.
   “As bright as the light could shine on a dark summer night 
Carlos Jesus Mercado Marquez carried the stars on his 
shoulders. � ere was always the same even side of success, 
but his brightness is what made him special.
    Until this year, when he turned 18 years old, he never 
thought to leave Colorado to attend school at Fort Hays 
State University, but now it’s a reality. Not even the lightest 
sight of disappointment was ever seen on his face. He was 
like a bright star out in a dark night sky. Being only 18 years 

old, and struggling to become what his parents had wanted him to accomplish in life, 
but always being told that it would not be easy. 
   � is young man has always gone to get his yearly physical being told he has been 
overweight. You could tell he fought hard to work those extra pounds o� , and he tried 
to become the best, strongest, and fastest wrestler year a� er year. He was able to accom-
plish good grades in school, but he couldn’t  have it all, so his major focus was to have 
straight Bs for his high school education. 
   At home, he was known as a son to a family of two loving parents that came from 
Guadalajara, Jalisco (Mexico), their son is the � rst generation child to live the “Ameri-
can Dream.” To his sisters, he is an inspiration towards the end of a life full of struggle 
and the beginning of a road to success. Some might say not much failure was inside of 
Carlos Mercado Marquez, but there was determination to succeed.”
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Gisselle Burgos
Centerspread Editor

   First, I would like to say thank you to each one of these teachers. Mrs. Carolyn Warren, thank you for being the best teacher ever and friend! 
You will forever be my favorite teacher, and I will never forget our talks and our love that we have for owls! You are such a great person, 
and so understanding. I am so fortunate to have had you as teacher/role model all through high school. � ank you so much for everything, 
especially for allowing me to be in the newspaper for the past three years. 
  Mrs. Music, the sweetest teacher ever, and actually somewhat scary sometimes when you yell at a class for not paying attention. You have 
been such a great person in my life. You have helped me when I was down, and have listened to my problems. You being there for me all of 
my senior year has been so meaningful and helpful, you’ve no idea. � ank you, Mrs. Music, for caring so much and for never judging me, 
and for teaching me to love the person that I am, and not take crap from anyone. 
   Mr. Jim Montijo, woooo!!!!!!! Shout out to the best math teacher that has ever set foot on this planet! You are such a sweet and patient 
teacher. � ank you so much for believing in me, and for helping me get through all of these math classes in just one year. � ank you for 
actually being able to teach math to your students, and for making me understand what the heck is going on with a math problem, (5x2=7, 
right?). Your humor and great sense of character is what makes you such an awesome teacher.
   OH, and thank you Mr. Clint Williams for not believing that I could � nish my math... I did, ha!  
   Mr. Hollingsworth, thank you for caring so much and always telling me to get my crap together these past three years, although sometimes 
I wouldn’t listen, but you always had talks with me, and always saw the good in me. You are such a great person, you are one of those teachers 
that actually cares for their students.  I will forever remember the times (well, the few times, lol) that I went to your academic enrichment 
for the past three years! 
   Also, shout out to Mr. Je�  Dennis and Mr. Gregory Russo, for being thee coolest history teachers, ever!!! 
   One last thank you ... for Mr. Scott Troy.  I only had you as a teacher my � rst semester as a freshman. Your science class was one of the 
funniest classes I have ever had, to date. From being threatened by you that you were going to get the FBI on me, or the constant jokes, you 
were always such a  nice and helpful teacher! Even in the hallways, your smile and hellos to students brightens up anyone’s day! � ank you 
for making my � rst semester of high school tolerable. 
   I still remember the � rst out� t I wore my � rst day of high school. White cardigan, blue T-shirt, ripped skinnies, and some black and white 
sneakers (what a nightmare). My � rst class of the day was Mrs. Warren’s literacy class. � e moment I walked in I loved it. Her class was so 
much fun, and my love for literature grew so much being in that class. I was so lucky to have her each year as my teacher through all of high 
school!  
   Being part of the newspaper throughout high school has taught me so much, and actually encour-
aged me  to take the journalism path as a future career. I’ve always loved reading and writing, and 
being able to be in a class (besides literacy) that was for both things, was absolutely great. 
   People say that high school, makes or breaks you, and I don’t believe that whatsoever. High school 
broke me, but I was able to pick my pieces up. Although it wasn’t the best of years for me, I am 
thankful for each person that came in and out my life. For each one a� ected me for the best. I have 
laughed, I have cried, I have shared memories with so many. High school is a learning experience, 
both educationally and personally. I always felt like I was an outcast from everyone else. I never be-
longed to a speci� c group, I never walked around with friends in the hallways. Freshman year, I was 
a completely di� erent person. Today, I am so much more and better than who I was. Never, ever let 
people tell you that there is something wrong with you, never let their opinion a� ect who you are. 
   � e last words of wisdom from the Wizard, honestly, make the best out of high school. Do good 
in classes, respect your teachers. Just respect them. Stop acting like the little bad ass that you’re not. 
High school might be bad, but it’s up to you whether you want to be miserable throughout all of 
these years, or do something about it and make it great. � ings will only get better. 
   I am happy that this journey of mine has � nally ended. I am ready to explore and go on adventures 
with all of my Hobbit friends. See ya guys, for now. 

Bridger Wingate
Sta�  Reporter

   In my time here at Westminster High School, I have spent four-ish years trying to amend mistakes made at Ralston Valley High (which gets a 3 out of 10), in that time I have made friends, lost some friends, 
gained some new friends, sacri� ced many hours of sleep, worked my (slang word for buttocks) o�  so I can graduate, met nice teachers, met not-so-joyed teachers, and did the deeds. Overall, I give it a 5/10.
   Enough of that nonsense, you read this to � gure out what my top ten favorite � lms of all time are. I must admit, working on a newspaper for two and a half years to 
get to this moment is a ton of time to see � lms. Luckily, I’ve seen many � lms, but not all of them, so unfortunately, Fi� y Shades of Grey will not make this list. Sorry, 
ladies.
   On to number 10.
10 - Fantastic Mr. Fox: Directed by Wes Anderson
Stop motion animation is a dying art-form. Sure studios like Laika are helping to keep it alive, but in an industry where Disney stops all work on hand drawn ani-
mation to focus on CG animation, stop motion is extremely lucky to have made it this far. Wes Anderson’s adaptation of Roald Dahl’s novel has some of the most 
beautiful animation to ever grace a screen. � is has all of the Anderson trademarks but it’s his most unique � lm ever made yet. While I love Grand Budapest, this is 
my favorite Wes Anderson � lm, and I can’t wait for the day when I get this on Criterion Collection Blu-ray. 
9 - Whiplash: Directed by Damien Chazelle: Yes, really. A � lm from 2014 has made this list. Why, you ask? Well, you just don’t know Whiplash. It has two excellent 
performances from Miles Teller and J.K. Simmons, terri� c cinematography, stellar screenwriting, and tremendous editing and direction. It is my favorite � lm of 2014 
(sorry, Grand Budapest) and it is number 9.
8 - � e Shawshank Redemption: Directed by Frank Darabont: � is is probably the best adaptation of a Stephen King novel ever (Shining and Misery are right up there 
with it). Supremely acted by Tim Robbins and Morgan Freeman, shot by the marvelous DOP, Roger Deakins, and written and directed by the great Frank Darabont, 
Shawshank is incredible. 
7 - Citizen Kane: Directed by Orson Welles: One of the most in� uential � lms to truly evolutionize the art of cinematic storytelling, Citizen Kane is o� en regarded 
as one of the best � lms ever made. � e use of camera angles, Welles’ performance, and the overall study of this eccentric man makes Citizen Kane my number 7.
6 - Pulp Fiction: Directed by Quentin Tarantino: It’s all in the dialogue. Every single line written is both interesting and intriguing enough to keep your eyes on the 
screen. I shouldn’t say more. If you haven’t seen this � lm, why not? 
5 - Toy Story 2: Directed by John Lasseter: It’s a rarity in cinema that a franchise’s second � lm can be as equal in quality to it’s original predecessor. Toy Story 2 does not only do that, but expands greatly on the 
world of these characters, their emotions, their origins, their interactions with each other. Not only are the stakes bigger this time, but so is the emotion, the spectacle, and the overall enjoyment. � e Toy Story 
trilogy (with an unnecessary sequel arriving in the future) is a great one, and the second part is its shining star.
4 - Back to the Future: Directed by Robert Zemeckis: If I ever get the opportunity to see this in a theater, I will de� nitely grasp it. It’s my favorite kind of blockbuster. Excellent comedy and writing, memorable 
characters and performance, e� ects that have aged, but are still charming, one of the most original stories ever made, it’s a total crowd pleaser. 
3 - � e Dark Knight: Directed by Christopher Nolan: It’s my favorite comic book movie of all time. It certainly set a standard for such a genre by turning the tables against it’s own protagonist by raising the 
stakes, having one of the best cinematic villains of all time, having some of the best � lmed action of the comic book � lm genre, and overall being a dark successor to it’s arguably more lighter counterparts. It 
has Wally P� ster’s excellent IMAX cinematography, Hans Zimmer and James Newton Howard’s great score, excellent sound design and editing, and basically setting a standard in it’s own genre. I like Marvel 
and all, but � e Dark Knight is really a king. 
2 - American Beauty: Directed by Sam Mendes: Kevin Spacey is excellent. Sam Mendes’ direction is excellent. � omas Newman’s score is unbelievable. � e story about mid-life crises amongst many characters 
is both relatable and sentimental. � e morals about the battle between right and wrong is still relevant and will be relevant for many more days. Plus, roses. 
1 - � ere Will Be Blood: Directed by Paul � omas Anderson: � e opening shot. Fade in. Tons of land. Next shot. A man is mining. You see the sparks come o�  of his pick-axe. � us begins the great American 
epic of the 2000s. Daniel Day-Lewis is beyond praise. His performance has created a version of Day-Lewis that is not him, it is his character, it is the oil man. Paul � omas Anderson wrote and directed a broad, 
claustrophobic, unsettling, and beautiful tale of greed, corruption, wants, and the behaviors of one man who idolizes all aspects. Robert Elswit’s cinematography is arresting, dazzling, and wonderful. Jonny 
Greenwood’s score is haunting, eerie, and razor-sharp. � is is my favorite � lm of all-time. 
I’m � nished.

Abigail Morales
Sta�  Reporter

  Four years of my life I have dedicated to this school, and I 
hate to say it, but I do not want to leave. � e fear of having 
to grow up, and the rush of the thought of having to be an 
adult is upon me.
  I can still remember freshman year, quiet and innocent, 
and always falling down the stairs.  Now, I feel like I'm old 
and gray and can barely keep my mouth shut .  Live it full 
and well because before you know it, you’ll be at your last 
days of high school.
   For several days, I've 
over-thought  and strug-
gled to express my feel-
ings on this paper.  Try-
ing to � gure out the right 
words to say is di�  cult. It 
isn’t easy to sum up four 
years in a few words.
   I think that high school 
is what you make it, you 
can make it the best years 
of your life, or you can 
brush it o�  like nothing. 
Westminster High School 
has many wonderful 
teachers and opportuni-
ties. High school is the 
� rst chapter of your fu-
ture, it is where you � nd 
out what you want to do 
and who you want to be. 
  I've learned many things 
from the four years I've 
been here. High school 
is where you � nd your-
self and people who re-
ally have stuck with you 
till the end,  it’s a place of 
stress, adventure, broken hearts, and memories, and prob-
ably more. Make the best of high school and your goals for 
your future and your own dreams. You may be in� uenced 
a lot, but these are your years. Make them the best years of 
your life, or not, the choice is yours.

The senior movie critic picks his personal top 10 must see fi lms

Make these years the best Ready to explore and go on adventures
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Ethan Gentrup:  Apprentice-
ship at a jeweler, and then, 
Wyo Tech.
Graciela Gonzalez Barron:  
College to major in business. 
“Don’t give up! Try your best.”
Lizeth Gutierrez Perez: At-
tending  CU Denver pursuing 
my career in business. “As-
sociate yourself with people 
of good quality, and they will 
help you start to � nish, and 
never procrastinate.” 
Tasia Halterman:  Metro to 
study for teaching special 
education, and showing them 
how they can live on their 
own. “I love my best friends, 
Ms. Ponce and Tanya Hernan-
dez, thank you guys for every-
thing.”
Daisy Herrera: Go to college 
and work. “Go to class, Star-
bucks can wait.”
Karen L. Hernandez Acuna- 
Stay alive, try to survive, start 
college, and move out. “Look 
a� er yourself, love yourself, 
and take care of yourself.”
Akhenaton Huerta:  Go to 
college, and continue to be a 
you tuber. “You can be cool 
and still have all your work 
done.”
Rachael King:  Attending 
CSU as undeclared exploring. 
“Get your work done!”
Alexander Lee:  Attending 
CSU at Fort Collins major-
ing in biochemistry. “#� nish-
strong.”
Josh Loe�  er:  Make money to 
get the heck out of my mom’s 
house.  “Don’t let this world 
change your mind.”
Hayley Lokken- Studying 
communications at Regis 
University.  “Don’t take any-
thing for granted.”
Monica Lopez:  Breathe and 
stu� . “Time is precious...waste 
it wisely.”
Carolina Lozano:  College 
classes online.  “A word to the 
wise isn’t necessary, only the 
stupid ones need advice.”
Jesse Luna:  Play basketball at 
college in Mexico/semi-pro.  
“I’m going to show you how 
great I am.”
Abigail Macias Guiterrez:  
Attending Metropolitan State 

to be successful. “Due dates 
are closer than what they 
seemed.”
Kelli Salomonson:  Uni-
versity of Tennessee for ac-
counting.  “When you want 
to succeed as bad as you want 
to breathe, then you’ll be suc-
cessful.”
Cinthia Sanchez: Go to Colo-
rado State University in Fort 
Collins with my best friend. 
“Get started on scholarships, 
ASAP.
Frances Sandoval: Attend-
ing Univerity of Colorado to 
study Elementary Education; 
“ Be. you. tiful”
Manuel Sosa: Go to college 
and get my business degree.
Jordan Tafoya: Attend CU for 
criminal Justice and psychol-
ogy.
Christopher Tolentino: 
MSU Denver. “ If you want to 
achieve greatness, stop asking 
for permission.”
Kenia Torres:  Find myself.  
“...the only people for me are 
the mad ones, the ones who 
are mad to live, mad to talk, 
mad to be saved, desirous of 
everything at the same time, 
the ones who never yawn or 
say a commonplace thing.” 
Jack Kerouac, On the Road.
Colt Dan Uland: Hard rock 
and rolling. “Let’s rock, let’s 
rock today!” - Dewey Finn
Brayan Verduzco Ochoa: Go 
on an adventure and explore. 
“You  have to HURT in order 
to Know, FALL in order to 
Grow, LOSE in order to Gain, 
because most of life’s lessons 
are learned through PAIN.” 
Unknown
Odalys Villa: Go to Front 
Range and study Pharmacy.  
“No matter what, don’t give 
up. Everything is possible, 
keep your faith strong”
Bridger Wingate: Commu-
nity College of Hard Knocks. 
“Can’t stop the freight Train.”
Jake Walklett: Attend Colo-
rado State University. “If you 
give a homeless guy  pancakes, 
he will ask for spare change.
Michael Warren:  Commu-
nity College.  “I’m leaving, 
you’re welcome.”

Amairany Medina:  My plan 
for next year is to attend the 
Community College of Den-
ver. 
Ayanna Madrid: Go to col-
lege. “Don’t stop being sexy.”
Cody Mager� eisch: Study 
history at UNC and join the 
501st Legion. “Planning takes 
time that men of action don’t 
have.” - � e MC Bat Com-
mander
Flor Martinez: Hopskin-
ville Community College for 
my Bachelor’s degree in the 
arts. “You’re only here for a 
short visit. Don’t hurry, don’t 
worry, and be sure to smell 
the � owers along the way!”-
-Walter Hager
Judith Melendez: Move to 
California and start college. 
“Let your plans be dark and 
impenetrable as night  and 
when you move, fall like a 
thunderbolt.” -Sun Tzu
Draco Meza: Not here, but 
somewhere. “ “Keep it gang-
sta.”
Ashley Miller: Metro for 
event planning or more like-
ly theatre.  “� e things we 
do today will be tomorrow’s 
news.”-Newsies(Broadway 
Musical)
Abigail Morales: Eat some 
chocolate, move out, hug 
a tree, go to college. Smile, 
laugh, live, and love. Try to 
survive the adult life.  “Today 
I will do what others won’t, so 
tomorrow I can do what oth-
ers can’t.”
Mikala Morua: College;  
“Don’t put anything o� .”
John Moua: Watch TV 
streaming or college; “Always 
do your best because there is 
no excuse not to. Do things 

Freddy Andrade:  Going to 
college to become a diesel me-
chanic.
Yleimee Barraza: Be success-
ful, get a Camero, and marry 
Johnny Depp. “Don’t fall in 
temptation.”
Jazmin Bencomo:  Red Rocks 
Community College for so-
nography.  “Everything will 
be okay in the end.  If it’s not 
okay it’s not the end.”
Mariela Caballero:  Attend 
CCD. “Don’t slack o� , listen 
to Mac Miller, and download 
my mix tape.”
Elicia Chacon:  Go to either 
UNC or University of Nebras-
ka. “If you aren’t talking schol-
arships, I don’t want to talk.”
Audriana Carrillo:  Going to 
FRCC.  “Be. you. tiful.”
Maritea Chavez A.:  Univer-
sity of California, LA. “Why 
spend so much time looking 
back when you  have so much 
to look forward to?”
Hannah Denison:  Iowa State. 
“You can’t start the next chap-
ter of your life if you keep re-
reading the last one.”
Harley Dubee:  Nursing 
School.  “Don’t mess around; 
take high school seriously.”
Bianca DuPree:  Start my 
CNA job. “Don’t ever stop 
thinking  life’s an adventure.”
Emily Dyrdal:  Going into 
the Marines. “Strive for great-
ness.”
Nicholas Etchells:  Attend 
Hamline University. “Can 
someone babysit my turtle?”
December Ewing:  I have de-
cided to join the Navy. “Don’t 
give up.”
Alejandra Felix: Go to MSU 
and prepare for life. “Believe 
in yourself, it’s your future, 
make the best of it.” 
Alejandro Flores: College.  
“Until the power of love over-
comes the love of the power, 
the world will not know true 
peace.”-Jimi Hendrix
Peggy Fuentes:  Going to 
Texas for one year and college. 
“Sometimes you need to take 
risks in life”
Sebastian Garcia: Play college 
football. “You have to  want to 
be better than your hero.”

your way  not others’ ways. 
Act on your own thoughts 
and feelings and not other’s 
opinions unless you are truly 
in� uenced.”
Daisey Navarrete: Going to 
CU Boulder to study engi-
neering.  “Sometimes you 
will never know the value of 
a moment until it becomes a 
memory.” -Dr. Seuss
Sergio Oliva: Metro, and 
hopefully, coach boys and 
girls diving. “For all the ju-
niors, sophomores, and even 
freshmen, it is never too early 
to look for colleges and schol-
arships.”
Sergio Olivas: Go to college. 
“Never quit on your dreams 
because you’re #1.”
Keren Owusu: Metropolitan 
State University. “Take advan-
tage of every little opportu-
nity that comes your way and 
stay focused. Education opens 
doors, but success relies on 
one’s initiative.”
Starr Palmer: Attend 
UCONN majoring in psy-
chology. “Get involved as 
much as possible.”
Michelle Ponce Diaz: “We’re 
all in the same game, just dif-
ferent levels. Don’t give up on 
your level.”
Efrain Retana: Go to MMI; 
“Procasination will get you 
nowhere but will cause stress 
and worry.”
Travis Ripplinger: Go to col-
lege. “� ere are three things 
that can’t be  hidden; the sun, 
the moon, and the truth.”-
Brandon Rodriguez: College. 
“I don’t make wishes, I make 
them come true.”
Jaime Rodriguez: Attend 
University of Northern Colo-
rado. “Just do it!”
Ernie Ronquillo: Attend col-
lege and work full time. “Nev-
er give up, one day you’ll look 
back and be glad you didn’t.”
Ashley B. Rosas: Attend Fort 
Hays State University. “Reach 
for the stars, you will become 
one”
Joseph Ruiz: Going to college 
at Galvanize school. “Enjoy 
high school because being an 
adult sucks.”
Kimberly Ruiz: Go to col-
lege, work at a bank, and try 

The Wolf Pride newspaper staff attempted to contact all seniors through their literacy classes to
 submit their plans for next  year and some words of wisdom.  The following seniors responded.

University.  “As long as you 
have your goals as a priority 
in your life, you will be able to 
achieve anything you want. It 
doesn’t matter what you have 
going on in your life, if you 
have drive and potential, you 
will achieve anything you set 
your mind on. Work hard and 
accomplish as many things as 
possible because it is possible. 
I have done it, so you can do 
it!”
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